Eye Care…What’s Next?
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Title: "An Act relating to redistribution of used eyeglasses and to the Board of Dispensing Opticians."

Sponsors:  Senators Therriault, Davis, Stevens, Green, Ellis, Elton, Wilken, Bunde, Dyson
Representatives Kerttula, Dahlstrom

Venue: Annual Convertion of Lions Clubs International, Multiple District 49
Coast International Inn, Anchorage, Alaska
Photo (Left to Right) Lions Clubs International (LC1) Past International Director Buster Hall (Anchorage),

Incoming Lions Clubs International President Al Brandel (New York), Alaska Senator Gene Therriault (North Pole), LCI
Multiple District 49 Past Council Chairman, Howard Rixie (North Pole), Governor Sarah Palin's Communication Director,

Roseanne Hughes (Anchorage), LCI District 498 Past District Governor Walter Watts (Fairbanks), LCI Multiple District
49 Council Chairman, Dr. Jerermiah Myers (Kodiak)





As many of you know Senate Bill 149 was signed by Governor Palin and presented during a ceremony at the recent Multiple District 49 Lions’ Convention in Anchorage.  Though the celebration was a very happy moment for all those involved, it is by far the finish line.

The Lions are the ones who urged Senator Therriault of North Pole, to sponsor Senate Bill 149.  It’s a bill which enables a non-profit to apply for and be certified by the State of Alaska to safely fit any Alaskan, free of charge, with a set of ready-to-wear recycled eye glasses.  Under this law, an Alaskan must present a prescription obtained from a licensed optometrist or physician.  Through the assistance of eye care professionals or certified volunteers, the glasses provided will conform, to the greatest extent possible, to that prescription.

Our eye care tool box currently includes a number of mediums to make our gift a perfect one.  We have a number of eye care professionals who out right give the gift pro bono; we have corporations like, Lenscrafters who offer us coupons (gift cards) we Lions Clubs can buy to give to those in need;  We have standing agreements with eye care professionals (opticians, optometrists, ophthalmologists) who give us a flat rate for eye exams and eyeglasses; and we always have creative uses of the Lions Club(s) & Foundation(s) resources to subsidize eye exams, eyeglasses, and sometimes eye surgeries.
The Lions are committed to giving the gift of sight; and doing it in such a manner to “do-no-harm” to the recipient.  Senate Bill 149 gives us just one more tool in our eye care tool box to make our gift a true gift rather than a band-aid. Among the thousand of eyeglasses we recycle every year, there may-be a pair that matches the needs of the client, and in that case, we can serve a need here in Alaska, without expending any more precious resources to make the sight gift possible.  This approach will not meet the needs of all 1,500 Alaskan residents the Lions serve every year; but if we can match 10%, that will result in a significant savings in resources; an estimated $22K.  Only time will tell of our success.
So what’s next?  Should the Lions choose to become a “certified provider” of recycled eyeglasses, we will have to provide the State of Alaska an eye-care protocol which will demonstrate and satisfy the intent of the new law.  Over the coming month’s I will develop a draft protocol proposal.  I will be working with all of the eye-care professional associations or boards to refine the proposed protocol.  After which, I will submit it to the State for consideration.  The protocol will emphasize the use of all eye-care tools and resources.  We will not sacrifice the integrity of an eyeglass prescription just to save money!  Contact PCC Howard Rixie, for more information, at hdcrixie@alaska.net 
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